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Captain Granholm was a caring man who

put his wife Aliina and their children Robyn
and Alyssa above all else. Captain Granholm’s
caring and compassionate spirit guided him
throughout his short life and his kindnesses
are lasting tributes to all he touched. Kim
Granholm died doing what he loved to do,
serving his community. He was a father, a
husband, a friend and a firefighter. Most of all,
he was a hero to all of us.

Most troubling of all is the brutal reality that
Kim Granholm was killed when a motorist
failed to slow his vehicle at the fire scene. I
am encouraged that Esko Fire Chief Jeff
Juntunen and his Minnesota fire fighter col-
leagues are working with the Minnesota State
Legislature to enact legislation that will impose
severe penalties on drivers who speed
through an emergency scene. I commend
Chief Juntunen for this important initiative
which, when enacted, will serve as a lasting
tribute to Captain Kim Granholm.

Since September 11, we have witnessed
throughout the land a heightened awareness
of the public service and dedication of those
first responders who answer the call. All Amer-
icans should go further and demonstrate our
profound appreciation of these brave men and
women by exercising caution at emergency
scenes to enable these fire, police and emer-
gency workers to do their job in a less haz-
ardous environment.
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Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Mrs. Victoria Wright Hamilton,
who will celebrate her 100th Birthday on Sep-
tember 12, 2002. Mrs. Hamilton, or ‘‘Grandma
Vic,’’ as many affectionately know her, is a
very remarkable woman in many ways. Born
on September 12, 1902, in Alvin, S.C., Mrs.
Hamilton has lived as an intricate part of the
same community for a century. Although she
only attended school up to the third grade, as
did many women of color in that era, she is a
very intelligent women who’s knowledge can-
not begin to be measured.

In 1920, Mrs. Hamilton married Henry Ham-
ilton and their union produced nine children:
Williemena, Christine, Julius, Rayford, Leroy,
Nathaniel, Henry Jr., Rosa Mae, and an infant
who died shortly after birth. Mrs. Hamilton also
raised her husband’s half brother Edward
Hamilton, as if he were her own son, always
filling their lives with love and affection.

Mrs. Hamilton is a very strong woman—in
both mind and body. She has been a faithful
member of Bethlehem Baptist Church through-
out her life. In addition, she is also a dedi-
cated member of the Christian Aid Society,
and has been a member of the Laurel Hill
Chapter #257, Order of the Eastern Star, for
more than 41 years. As a young woman, Mrs.
Hamilton worked long days in the fields of
South Carolina picking cotton and plowing with
oxen teams and mules. Even today, at the
age of 100, she is still able to work in her gar-
den to produce delicious fruits and vegetables.
And, she never allows an opportunity to visit
or help her friends or family pass her by.

In her spare time, Mrs. Hamilton makes
beautiful hand-sewn quilts that can be found in
many homes from Jamestown, S.C. to various
communities along Interstate 95 from Florida,
to Maryland. Having made over 100 of these
quilts as gifts to her many family members
and friends, ‘‘Grandma Vic’’, who is a Mother,
Grandmother, Great-Grandmother, and Great-
Great-Grandmother, has spread and continues
to spread tremendous love and affection to ev-
eryone with whom she comes in contact.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in honoring an outstanding
South Carolinian whose dedication to her fam-
ily, and love for her fellow man are legendary.
I wish her good luck and Godspeed, and a
very Happy 100th Birthday.
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the late President of the Dominican
Republic, Mr. Joaquin Balaguer.

President Balaguer passed away on July
14th in the national capital of Santo Domingo
in the Dominican Republic.

Mr. Balaguer was a long time friend of the
United States. He held the presidency of the
Dominican Republic from 1966 to 1978 and
again from 1986 to 1996.

Mr. Balaguer was born in Navarette in the
Dominican Republic. He is the son of a Puerto
Rican father of Castilian descent and Domini-
can mother of Spanish blood.

He wrote books, including volumes of poetry
and political science. At the age of 14, he
wrote a collection of poems called, ‘‘Pagan
Psalms.’’

After graduating from law school in Santo
Domingo, he became a member of the foreign
service, where he served in Madrid and Paris
in the 1930s.

He earned his doctorate of law from the
Sorbonne in Paris. He also taught law at the
University of Santo Domingo before becoming
vice president in 1957 and president in 1960.

Mr. Balaguer served under dictator Rafael
Trujillo as cabinet member, diplomat, vice
president and President for over three dec-
ades beginning in the late 1930s.

After General Trujillo was assassinated in
1961, Mr. Balaguer was thrusted into the lead-
ership of the Dominican Republic. He quickly
changed the name of the capital from Ciudad
Trujillo back to Santo Domingo, the city’s origi-
nal name.

He fled to exile in New York City after riots
and political turmoil erupted in 1962. While liv-
ing in New York City, he formed his lasting
right-wing political party.

He returned to the Dominican Republic only
after U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson sent
20,000 U.S. Marines to the island nation to put
down a leftist mutiny within the army in April
1965.

With the support of the U.S., he was elected
president in 1966 in one of the Dominican Re-
public’s first freely contested elections.

He established, in just a few years of his
election victory, the first solid middle class by

implementing massive public work projects
and economic reform, even though he was
elected at a time when 60% of the nation was
unemployed and two-thirds of its population
was illiterate and its streets and towns were in
ruins.

His first term was viewed as ‘‘pseudo’’ dic-
tatorial in that he led with a firm grip and used
the country’s military to rule the country at the
same time he made weekly visits through the
nations small villages, visiting residents and
passing out medicine to the sick and toys to
children and listening to the desires of all.

Mr. Balaguer was defeated in presidential
elections in 1978 after serving three terms. He
remained leader of the political party he found-
ed in the 1960’s, now called the Social Chris-
tian Reform Party, and in 1986 won another
bid to power.

He won elections in 1990 and 1994. In
1996, under increasing pressure from the U.S.
and international bodies due to suspected
election irregularities, he agreed to resign.

Mr. Balaguer remained an important figure
in the political party he created until his death.
Some herald him as the most influential Do-
minican.

[From the Washington Post, NewsBank
NewsFile Collection, July 15, 2002]

JOAQUIN BALAGUER DIES AT 95, LONGTIME
DOMINICAN LEADER

(By Richard Pearson)
Joaquin Balaguer, 95, the authoritative

and paternalistic president of the Dominican
Republic for more than 20 years between 1961
and 1996, died July 14 in the national capital
of Santo Domingo. He had been hospitalized
since July 4 for bleeding ulcers. He served
briefly as president in the early 1960s, then
held the office again from 1966 to 1978 and a
third time from 1986 to 1996.

President Balaguer, who has been called
one of Latin America’s caudillos, hardly pro-
jected the image of a strongman. An award-
winning poet, he had been a career diplomat
and law professor before entering the polit-
ical arena. He was a little over five feet tall,
was lame and nearly deaf, and wore thick
glasses before going blind with glaucoma in
the 1980s.

His mentor was the notorious military dic-
tator Rafael Trujillo, who ruled the country
with an iron hand from 1930 to 1961. The fu-
ture president held a variety of posts under
Trujillo, dealing largely with education, for-
eign affairs and administration, before being
elected vice president on a ticket headed by
Trujillo’s brother, Hector, in 1956. In 1960,
the brother stepped down, and President
Balaguer took office.

Real power remained with Rafael Trujillo
until his assassination in 1961. After that,
President Balaguer began liberalizing the
government with such changes as legalizing
political activities, promoting health and
education improvements and instituting
modest land reforms. But without the army
backing of Trujillo, President Balaguer was
too closely identified with the late dictator’s
unpopular actions to continue in office.

He was forced into exile in New York. Juan
Bosch, a leftist, became president until over-
thrown by a military coup. In 1965, Bosch’s
supporters took to the streets to restore him
to power. Chaos seemed to erupt in the na-
tion of 8 million people, which shares its Car-
ibbean island with Haiti.

The United States, fearing that a left-lean-
ing Bosch might help turn his nation into
another Cuba, dispatched U.S. Marines to
the Dominican Republic, supposedly to pro-
tect U.S. lives. Those who had begun pro-
testing U.S. involvement in Vietnam added
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